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E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: ASEC, CVIS, PINR, UR 

SUBJ: SOVIET EMBOFE INQUIRES ABOUT U.S. VISA PROCEDURES 
EOR SOVIET DIPLOMATS 

1. SOVIET EMBASSY SECOND SECRETARY RAYMOND 
MENOVCHTCHIKV TELEPHONED VICE CONSUL ROBERT J. 

KOTT ON/ABOUT DECEMBER 12 TO ASK EOR APPOINTMENT TO MAKE 
"COURTESY CALL", ALTHOUGH MENOVCHTCHIKOV HAS BEEN 

IN LOME ABOUT TWO YEARS AND KOTT HAS BEEN HERE SINCE JULY 1974, 
AND MADE CALL ALTER ARRIVAL ON EVGUENI SEMENOV, SOVIET THIRD 
SECRETARY. 

2. MENOVCHTICHIKOV CALLED ON KOTT TODAY (DEC 13) AS SCHEDULED, 
INTRODUCED HIMSELE AS "POLITICAL" OFEICER, AND ASKED I) HOW 
MANY AMERICANO ARE THERE IN TOGO AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING, 

AND 2) ABOUT U.S. VISA PROCEDURES, ESPECIALLY EOR SOVIET DIPLOMATIC 
PERSONNEL. KOTT ANSWERED FIRST QUESTION EACTUALLY AND ANSWERED 
SECOND BY EXPLAINING THAT VISA FOR SOVIET DIPLOMAT EOR OFEICIAL 
DIPLOMATIC VISIT WAS NOT DIFEICULT TO OBTAIN. MENOVCHTCHIKOV 
THEN ASKED "WHAT IF" SOVIET DIPLOMAT WANTED TO MAKE UNOFEICIAL 
VISIT AND WAS TOLD FORMALITIES IN SUCH CASE NOT MUCH MORE 
DEMANDING. CONVERSATION THEN SWITCHED TO GENERAL DISCUSSION 
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MOVEMENT OE CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS INSIDE COUNTRY. 

3. MENOVCHTCHIKOV IS PORTLY, RUDDY-COMPLEXION, ABOUT 5T0"", 

IN LATE EORTIES. SEEMED RELAXED DURING CONVERSATION, WHICH WAS 
IN FRENCH AS HE SAID HE DID NOT SPEAK ENGLISH. 
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